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Upstate Citizen Academies Panel 

• City of Clemson (17,681 pop.)
• Lindsey Newton, Community Engagement Coordinator

• City of Fountain Inn (10,416 pop.)
• Elizabeth Bridges, Neighborhood Services Coordinator

• City of Spartanburg (38,732 pop.)
• Christopher George, Communications Manager





•Founding Year: 2004
•Lead Department: Administration
•Ave. # of Participants: 14
•Topics: Community Services, Local 
Government, Civic Engagement, 
Planning and Zoning, Quality of life, City 
Services



•Tracking ROI: Multiple graduates run for City 
Council and volunteer on Boards/Commissions
•Budget: Tuition is $225 per person. We provide 
lunch & class materials, pay for the leadership 
module, and we host a graduation dinner. The 
program does not pay for itself so we budget for 
the loss.
•Highlights: Full day programming, class project, 
tuition scholarship available.













Fountain Inn Civics Academy (FICA)

•Founding Year: 2022

•Lead Department: Community 
Relations

•Ave. # of Participants: 10

•Topics: Department Function, 
Government Function



Fountain Inn Civics Academy (FICA)

•Tracking ROI: Multiple Board Members

•Budget: $500 - $1,000

•Highlights: Free to the public, Multi-
week Course 







City of Spartanburg Citizen Academy

•Founding Year: 2017

•Lead Department: Community Relations

•Ave. # of Participants: 20-25

•Topics: City operations, community and 
downtown development, local 
government structure



City of Spartanburg Citizen Academy

•Tracking ROI: Routine communication 
on opportunities to serve, graduates 
added to City email newsletter list

•Budget: $3,000

•Highlights: Nearly 20 graduates serve 
or have served on City Boards & 
Commissions





Questions and Contact

• City of Clemson 
Lindsey Newton, Community Engagement Coordinator
lnewton@cityofclemson.org

• City of Fountain Inn 
Elizabeth Bridges, Neighborhood Services Coordinator
ebridges@fountaininn.org

• City of Spartanburg
Christopher George, Communications Manager
cgeorge@cityofspartanburg.org
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