
Advanced Municipal Elected Officials Institute of Government 
Wednesday, January 22   |  Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center

The advanced program provides elected officials who are graduates of the Municipal Elected Officials 
Institute of Government an option for continuing education. Graduates can choose to attend one of two courses 
offered annually on the day after Hometown Legislative Action Day and one of two courses offered each fall. To
graduate from the Advanced MEO Institute, officials must complete at least four courses. For more information, 
visit www.masc.sc (keyword: Advanced MEO). 

Advanced courses will begin at 9 a.m. and end at 4 p.m. Attendance for the entire day of training is required
to receive credit. Sign-in sheets are kept throughout the day. A continental breakfast and lunch are provided for
registrants only. Guests are not permitted to attend the sessions or lunch.

Advanced Courses (Choose one)
•	 Advanced Advocacy and Intergovernmental Relations 
•	 Advanced Municipal Economic Development

Name Badge Information

______________________________________________________________ 
First Name (example: Bill)

______________________________________________________________
Full Name (example: William Smith) 

________________________________________________ 
Job Title    New

________________________________________________
Local Government/Company 

Guest Information

______________________________________________________________ 
Guest’s First/Last Name

______________________________________________________________ 
City/State

Registrant’s Contact Information

________________________________________________

Birth month/day Last four digits of SSN

This combination of numbers is used as the official’s personal identification 
number to access online services, simplify event registration and ensure 
proper recording of participation in Association training programs.

_______________________________________________________________ 
Preferred mailing address   New   
      (Type:  Municipal    Business   Home)

______________________________________________________________
City/State                                                          ZIP 

________________________________________________
Preferred phone   New     
       (Type:  Municipal   Business   Mobile   Home)              

________________________________________________
Email Address  New

Person Completing Form

______________________________________________________________
Full Name

______________________________________________________________
Preferred Phone    (Type:  Municipal   Business  Mobile   Home)        

 Mr.    Ms.    Dr.

Hometown Legislative Action Day Agenda
Tuesday, January 21   |  Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.	 Registration

9:00 – 10:45 a.m. 	 Opening General Session
Advocacy Initiatives Panel 
Learn from mayors and members of the General Assembly as they discuss priorities 
of cities and towns and how local and state elected leaders can work together to 
solve the liquor liability insurance issue.
Legislative Panel 
Join members from several General Assembly caucuses to discuss their priorities 
for the 2025 legislative session and how they impact the 2025-2026 Advocacy 
Initiatives for cities and towns.

10:45 – 11:00 a.m. Break 

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. General Session 
Legislative Report 

12:30 – 1:45 p.m.		 Lunch 
Graduation: Municipal Elected Officials Institute and Advanced Institute* 

1:45 – 3:00 p.m.	 State House Visits 

2:00 – 2:45 p.m.		 General Session 
Critical Court Cases Impacting Local Government 
Get a rapid-fire update on federal and state court case decisions from 2024 that 
affect local government.

2:45 – 3:00 p.m.		 Break 

3:00 – 4:00 p.m.		 General Session 
Navigating the Federal Earmark Process
In 2021, Congress reinstituted Congressionally Directed Spending, often referred 
to as Community Project Funding or earmarks, in federal appropriation bills. These 
dollars are available to municipalities. Participants will gain an understanding of 
the appropriations process and timing, and gain tips for a successful application. 
Following the session, Congressional staffers will be available to provide technical 
input to individual cities and towns regarding their applications.

4:00 – 4:15 p.m. 		 Break 

4:15 – 5:15 p.m. 		 Concurrent Sessions 

Hot Topics
This fast-paced session will provide quick updates and guidance on a variety of 
issues important to cities and towns. 

Mayors’ Forum 
All mayors are invited to participate in the Mayors’ Forum, sponsored by the 
Association of SC Mayors.

5:30 – 7:00 p.m.		 Taste of South Carolina – Legislative Reception
7:00 p.m. 		 Dinner on your own with your legislators

* Officials who have completed all requirements for the MEO Institute or the Advanced MEO Institute and 
those who are scheduled to complete the requirements on Wednesday will be recognized.

Municipal Elected Officials Institute of Government
Session A or Session B
Wednesday, January 22   |  Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center

The Municipal Elected Officials Institute of Government is a training program that provides municipal
elected officials with a basic understanding of key areas of municipal government.

To graduate from the MEO Institute, officials must complete Session A, Session B and five online courses
available anytime at www.masc.sc (keyword: MEO). These five courses are also held once a year at the five 
designated councils of governments’ locations. See the MEO Institute brochure for more details.

Before registering, refer to your MEO Institute transcript to determine which session to take. Sessions A
and B cannot be taken on the same day. Session A must be taken before enrolling in Session B. Transcripts are
available to officials by logging on to www.masc.sc (keyword: MEO) with your personal identification number
and password. Municipal clerks have online access to transcripts for all elected officials from their municipality. 

On January 22, check in at the Municipal Association’s registration desk at the Convention Center beginning 
at 8 a.m. to pick up meeting materials. Sessions A and B begin promptly at 9 a.m. Officials must attend the entire 
day of training (9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.) to receive credit. Sign-in sheets are kept throughout the day. A continental
breakfast and lunch are provided for registrants only. Guests are not permitted to attend the sessions or lunch.

Registration
Registration deadline is Friday, January 10. 
No refunds will be made after this date.

Online: Use a Visa or MasterCard to register 
online at www.masc.sc (keyword: HLAD).
Mail: Complete and return this form 
(postmarked by January 10) with a check 
made payable to the Municipal Association 
of South Carolina. Mail to:

Municipal Association of SC
PO Box 12220
Columbia, SC 29211-2220

Direct all registration questions to Christine 
Sumter at 803.933.1208 or csumter@masc.sc.

Tuesday, January 21
Hometown Legislative Action Day 

Registration Fee: 	       $165

Guest Lunch Fee:	       $40

Wednesday, January 22
Municipal Elected Officials Institute of 
Government (for elected officials only)

Log on to www.masc.sc (keyword: MEO) to 
access your transcript.
Choose only one
Session A and B cannot be taken on the same day.

MEO Session A         
MEO Session B
Registration Fee:       $125

Advanced Municipal Elected Officials Institute of 
Government (for MEO Institute graduates only)

Choose only one
Advanced Advocacy and 			
Intergovernmental Relations 
Advanced Municipal Economic 

	 Development
Registration Fee:       $125

ACE: Advanced Continuing Education (for Advanced 
MEO Institute graduates only)

Registration Fee:       $125

			 Total 	 $_________

Advanced Continuing Education 
Wednesday, January 22   |  Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center

The Advanced Continuing Education track provides the Municipal Association’s top level of graduates with
a pathway to stay current on the latest issues in local government. This session focuses on current topics and will
be available exclusively to Advanced MEO Institute graduates.

The Advanced Continuing Education session is from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. A continental breakfast and lunch are
provided for registrants only. Guests are not permitted to attend the sessions or lunch.

ACE Session Topics
•	 9 a.m. – noon	 Leadership: Service Excellence
•	 1 – 4 p.m.	 Strategies for Effective Code Enforcement

(includes lunch)




